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THE ARMY SERVES A COMMUNITY 
By tae Scott Field Correspondent 


Never again do we hope to have an emer-|already gathering at the Pest Theater, 


gency such as confronted the civil au- 
thorities ef Belleville and the military 
authorities of Scott Field, I1l., on 


Tuesday evening, March 15, 1938. However, 


if we do find such an emergency arising, 
we are pretty sure from the recent per- 
formance of our troops that we will meet 
at peepee? 

e whole country knows by this time 
that a tornado is of brief duration, but 
terrific velocity and destructiveness 
took less than one minute to lay waste 


about eight blocks of Belleville on West | 


Main Street and adjoining streets in the 
vicinity of the Belleville Township High 
School. Narrowly 
the tornado destroyed an industrial 
Plant em, i @ grade school, a 
tavern, several filling stations, stores 
and some eighty residences, The storm 
also uprooted trees, blew down light 
poles and high tension wires, upset 
railroad box cars, automobiles and other 
articles too numerous to mention, as an 
auctioneer would say, In short, every- 
thing in the path of the twister was 
strewn far anc wide. ' 

In such a calamity of nature it is 
miraculous that there were not more 
deaths and injuries sustained, but the 
eight immediate deaths and the more than 
twenty fairly serious injuries at once 
strained the facilities of the 
hospitals. 

Less serious, but important to the 
work of rescue, was the necessity of 
maintaining order and coordinating the 
task of rescue workers. Who was better 
fitted for the task than the Regular 

troops stationed at nearby Scott 
Field? 

Consequently, at about 5:15 p.m, a 
hurried call for immediate help was re- 
ceived by the Commanding Officer of 
Scott Field from the Chief of Police of 
Belleville. The Scott Field Commander 
replied that he would send in immediate- 
ly One hundred to one hundred and twenty 

n, 

411 men on the post were at once or- 


dered to quarters and all motor transpor-| 
tation was lined up outside the: garage 
Many of the soldiers were 


ready to go. 


missing that structure, 


Belleville 


iwhere the picture "Good Earth" was at- 
| tracting a capacity house. The theater 
|Was closed and all men ordered tev get 
‘aboard the trucks at once. As the 
‘alarm spread taere was a general exodus 
(of men from barracks, theater, quarters, 
| post excaange, etc., just as they were, 
‘gome in uniform, some in fatigue 
clothes, some with overcoats, some with- 
‘out. They eyes into the trucks and 
iwere On their way to Belleville within 
{65 minutes after the call came. 
| fs the convoy of some 15 trucks pass- 
:ed through the center of Belleville 
i they ran into one of the worst traffic 
| Jams imaginable. It seemed that every- 
‘body in Belleville was trying to get to 
| the scene at once. The soldiers had to 
literally fight the way in for the last 
‘mile to get te the edge of the stricken 
; area. 
| Arriving at the scene of destruction, 
'the soldiers were quickly marched to 
ithe center of the area. After a hur- 
|ried survey of the situation was made, 
| the soldiers dispersed to the outer 
;edges of the area to work the crowd 
| back and keep others from coming in. 
| About an hour after the arrival in 
| the area, a command post was establish- 
,ed in the office of an industrial plant 
‘On the eastern edge of the area, is 
‘plant was entirely cantresee except for 
‘the front office. The Bell Telephone 
| Company put in a line and telephone for 
| communication purposes with the outside, 
|Prior to this, the only communication 
(available was the police two-way radio 
(from the patrol car of the Chief of 
| Police. 
| d&s soon 4s telephone communication 
iwas established, the field was contact- 
; ed and told to send no more men into 
the area, but to hold them in readiness 
'ag reinforcements, or to be used as re- 
'placements in the morning. As darkness 
'was coming on, all flashlights in the 
' Signal Corps stock were requested to be 
| sent in along with riot sticks and 
| coffee and sandwiches. 


Shortly after dark the sky began to 


clear, and a brilliant moon with gor- 
| geous cloud formations cast aneerie glow 
ol v-7699, A. . 








over the entire scene. Later, as the 
clouds drifted away, the clear moonlight 
made the work easier, and sad work it 
was. A check of survivors was almost 
impossible, oxcegs where a family was’. | 
working around its ruined home and could | 


assure the searchers tiat they were all 
present and accounted for. All too 
often, this was impossible. Guardirz to | 


prevent looting and to clear the district) 


of the curious who would have poured in 
to er rescue work was tedious, and | 
later in the night also became chilling, | 


Some soldiers had more grim yy 4 in ex- 
tracting from the wreckage the body of 

: man pinned into the earth by a two-by- 
our. 

When it became apparent that troops 
would be needed for several days to 
guard the area, and as the emergency 
would be over the next day, the Command- 
ing Officer of Scott Field in charge of 
the Regular Army troops, advised Mayor 
George Remsneider, of Belleville, tuat 
he should call on the Governor of 
Illinois for National Guard troops to | 
relieve the Regulars as soon as possible. 
A call was made to Governor Henry Horner, 
who promised National Guard troops by | 
4:00 p.m, the next day. 

The first force of guards was relieved | 
at seven o'clock the next morning by the | 
men Of the 15th Observation Squadron, 
better and more deliberately equipped 
and clothed, They remained on guard 
throughout the day, while the weary force 
of the night before tumbled into their | 
beds for some much needed sleep, The 
15th Squadron men were relieved at 5:00 
p.m, by the Illinois National Guard 
troops dispatched by Governor Horner. 


— 


THE PROGRESS OF AVIATION 


The monthly aeronautical azine 
AVIATION, for April, publishec a most 
interesting series of charts as tending 
to show that, in the words of the cditor | 
of this magazine in his open letter pre-' 
ceding this series of charts, "Aviaticn 
hes passed the cxperimental stage. It is | 
no longer a mere toy for the scientist, 
or simply a source of vicarious thrills 
for the man on the street. Aviation has | 
come of age. It has become an integral 
part of our national life, weaving stro 
threads into the web of our national con- 
merce end tough fibers into the w of | 
our national defense. ite literally, 
this country's aviation has become every- 
body's business." | 
_ Among the facts regarding the aeronaut- 
ical industry, as brought out by means 
of the charts above referred to, are the | 
following: ! 

Last year, 30,000 flying students, the. 
owners Of 6,000 private planes,1,325,000 | 
taxi or hop customers, e writers of 
300,000,000 letters, the purchasers of 
1,268,000 tickets and the shippers of 
628,000 parcels, together with the rest | 





|‘ ploying’3,400, $ 


$35 O80 


| New York amounted to six per 
| 1932 as compared with 23 daily 


(and 517 tons o 


"subsidy" is vanishing, 
| that in 1932 the United States paid air 


of the 129,257,000 taxpayers of the 
United States, paid out $304,600,000 for 
aviation activities, these figures being 


_broken down as follows: 


Non-scheduled flying, utilizing 7,000 
employees, $13,300,000. 
Air transport, utilizing 17,546 em. 


 ployees, $37,200,000, 


Army Air Corps (20,707 officers and 
men) $106,000,000. 

Naval air forces (20,671 officers and 
men) $97,000,000. 


Coast Guard aviation (391 officers and 


/men) $1,400,000. 


Basic rosea ant ting 416 tech- 


‘nicians, $2,100, 


Radio, Weather, Regulations, etc., em- 
12,630,000, 
Airport construction through WPA pro- 
jects > eh 30,000 workers, 
, ; 


Part of this outlay of $304,600,000 in 
turn supported such essential industries 
as - 

Engine production, worth $51,900,000. 

Accessories amounting to $19,500,000. 

Total output of aeronautical facto- 
ries, oe $114,990,000. 

Raw materiais costing more than 


naan acter 


- $20,000,000. 


Fuel anc cil amounting to 

lWWamber of employees - 36,0 

From the employment standpoint alone, 
it will be notec that the aeronautical 


_ industry of the United States afforded 


gainful occupations to a total of ap- 
proximately 136,131 persons, including 


|military, naval, and Coast Guard person- 


nel, 

The rest of the world bought 
$39,400,000 worth of U.S, aircraft pro- 
ducts. 

Here are other pertinent figures de- 
noting the progress of aviation in the 
United States: 

By air travel the United States in 
the year 1927 was 35 hours wide, as 
against the reduced time of 26 hours and 
54 minutes in 1932 and 15 hours and 10 
minutes in 1937, By rail the United 


| States is still 67:02 hours wide, 


Round trips by air from Chicago to 


in 
n 1937, 
There were 10 fatal accidents in air- 


line opanatone from April 1, 1936, to 


April 1937, as against five from 
April 1, 1937, to April 1, 1938, 
In economy of air travel, the fare per 


/mile was reduced from 11¢ in 1928 to 


G6.2¢ in 1932 and 5.4¢ in 1937. 

In 1932, commercial airlines carried 
474,279 passengers, 3,697 tons of mail 
express, as against 
1,102,707 passengers, 11,000 tons of 


/ mail and 3,564 tons of express carried 


in 1937. 
As indicative of the fact that airmail 
the figures show 


mail contractors the sum of $19,938,000 

as against $12,891,000 in 1937, while 
(Continued on Page 45 
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LOSS OF SMALL PIN CAUSES FORCED LANDING 


By lst Lieut. John H 


Ed. Note: The oft repeated expres- 
sion about the little things that 
count is fully substantiated in the 
story which follows - a story which it 
would not have been necessary to write 
but for tie loss of. a small tapered 
pin which rendered inoperative the 
switch connecting the gasoline tanks 
on a Bel2 Bombing plane. 

"To jump, or not to jump, that is the 
msasten,* This momentous decision was 
orced upon me on the morning of Febru- 

ary 25, 1938, cone hour and twenty minutes 
after { had departcd from Biggs Field, #1 


Paso, Texas, toward March Field,Riverside, 


Californie, My clearance read from Bi 
Field to March Field, direct; however 
was going to land at Tucson for gasoline 
if I deemed it necessary. 

Flying a B-12A airplane with three 
passengers, I departed at approximately 
ten o'clock from Biggs Field. There be- 
ing two main tanks with visual fuel 
gauges and two auxiliary tanks without 

uel gauges in the B-12, I decided to 
use right main tank for the first pe- 
riod in order to be able to calculate my 
fuel consumption-air speed ratio, Climb- 
ing to 8,000 feet, I flew a compass _ 
course for Apache Pass. Going through 
the Pass, I approached the southern end 
of Dry Lake,thence directly toward 
Tucson, passing slightly to the left of 
the peak of the Rincon Mountain, 

At this period my right main tank fuel 
indicator read ten gallons. Based upon 
the passage of time, the fuel consump- 
tion, and the distance I had made during 
this time, I determined that I would. 
have sufficient gas to reach March Field 
without landing at Tucson, At this 
point Tucson was approximately twenty 
miles directly ahead of me which, of 
course, was west. At this point I 
switched from my right main to the left 
auxiliary gas tank, Fuel pressure and 
the R.P.M,'s indicated to me that the 
left auxiliary tank was being used. At 
this point I picked up the "mike" and 
called Tucson, in order to get the winds 
ei ae report between Tucson and March 

8 . 

While talking to the Tucson radio oper- 
ator, I glanced over the "mike" towar 
the right fuel indicator, To my aston- 
ishment the right fuel indicator showed 
a Treading of five gallons insteaiof the 
puevecus ten, I switched from the aux- 

liary tank to the left main tank, hoping 
that only the auxiliary system was out 
@énd not the main system. I kept radio 
contact with Tucson, However, with the 
fuel control valve on the left main tank, 
ny right fuel indicator continued to 
Show that gas was bea used from the 
right main tank, By this time I had 
passed the Rincon Mountain peak and was 


. Fite, Air Corps 


‘approximately within fifteen miles of 
Tucson, Directly belew me the terrain 
iwas exceedingly rough and no visible 
|emergency landing area was available, 
‘The ground was covered ecither by P 
boulders, cacti or mesquite. I continued 
ito contact the Tucson Airport and in- 
formed the radio operator of my exact 
|position and altitude, and that a forced 
‘landing was inevitable unless I decided 
'to abandon the ship. The situation, of 
‘course, was serious, 


‘| There wasn't much consolation to be 


‘had, during my conversation with the 
‘radio operator, from his statement that - 
"Tt certainly looks bad." 

| Unconsciously I replied: "Gee, are 
‘you telling me?" 

i Burbank, Calif.,, along with several 
‘other stations were listening in. 

| By this time the warning light on the 
fuel system was blinking and the fuel 
‘pressure gauges were approaching zero. 
‘While still looking for a landing field, 
subconscious mind referred to three 
‘alternatives: first, to abandon the 
ship; second, to attempt to land; third, 
if I attempted to land, should I leave 
ithe waeels up or lower them? To abandon 
the ship meant getting word to the three 
‘passengers, and I did not have inter- 
‘phone connections in this airplane. One 
Man was in the nose, another in the bomb 
‘bay, while the third rode in the observ- 
,er's seat, 

I do not believe I would have had 
enough time to get all three men out of 
the ag by visual signals. At this 
ipoint the motors started to splutter, 
‘and the man in the nose looked to me for 
‘instructions ~ whether to bail out or 
not. I shook my head, A very small 
|Clearing showed up on my right and I de- 
|\cided to land the airplane. 
| My motors were now dead, I was defin- 
‘ite losing altitude and had started 
|spiraling dowmm, S§till looking for some 
‘other place to land than the small patch 
‘of ground which had possibilities, 
‘lowered my landing ger This decision 
'was based upon the fact that the cacti 
‘and mesquite werenot extremely high and 
i'that there were a few rocks and boulders 
jin this vicinity. Consequently, with my 
|wheels down I believed that if I missed 
| the rocks I would clear most of the 
cacti and mesquite. If I hit a rock 
(While landing on the belly of the ship I 
feared for the man in the nose and the 
_bomb-bay, At this point I was approxi- 
‘mately 2500 feet above the terrain, 
| I had maintained radio conversation 
‘with the Tucson Airport, gave them ny 
|decision, where I expected to land, and 
i\likewise asked them to stand by for an 
|emergency run to aid me in case cf dis- 
\aster, then switched off the radio 


‘and gave full attention to the land- 
3. ~~ V-7699, A. C. 








ing of the airplane. On approaching 
this small clearing, which was on tue 
rigat and parallel to the Rincon Dry 
Wash, I saw taat I sethnn teay had to 
land in the small cheuyang ecause to 
land short would have spelled disaster. 
Making a long § approacn, I trinmed the 
ship and started to glide toward the 
field a little above the normal gliding 
angle. Another incident I encountered 
was the fact that the propeller contin- 
ued to turn and had a tendency to in- 
crease my speed considerably. Not nav- 
ing wing flaps, I had no possible way of 
holding the nose of the ship to slow 
down the airplane, aud a Bel2 cannot be 





A young Mexican in his dilapidated car 
ferried me to the Airport, where tele- 
graphic reports were sent out concerning 


' the accident. 


Upon my return to the scene of the ac- 
cident, a close inspection revealed that 
a small tapered pin connecting the four- 
way valve handle to the gas tanks had 
fallen out and that it was impossible 
to switch from the one tank I had been 


/on to any of the other three gasoline 


tanks, 

Of course, since the forced landing 
was successful, I was glad that we had 
not abandonec the ship. Whether it 
would have been more feasible to make a 


brought up toward the stall at this alti- belly landing can only be answered by 


tude without encountering er. 

I saw that I would easily hit the 
field, but that it would not be long 
enough to stop the airplane within its 
boundaries. must admit that, as a 
rule, a small field from a considerable 
height increases in size as you apprceach 
it. I am afraid in this case that the 
field shrank as I approached it. As my 
wheels touched the ground there appeared 
in a small patch of mesquite and cacti 
at the farther end of the field a trac- 
tor partially hidden by the aforemen- 
tioned. I quickly applied the brakes to 
the fullest extent, but I realized that 
I could not stop before running into 
this mesquite. The tractor forced me to 
swerve sharply to the right, and I made 
contact with the small trees and cacti. 
The wheels being down, only the tops of 


these small trees were hit, and we quick- 


ly passed through them, coming out on 
the other side with a limb sticxki in 
each wing. Having veered to the risht, 
the plane came to rest at right angles 
to my approach. The four of us quickly 
abandoned the plane with the one idea in 
mind ~- FIRE. Fortunately, there was 
none, 


but the tail surface had received con- 
siderable 
ed by its catching on a small tree as Il 
veered to the right. The left tire, as 
well as the tail wheel, had been blown. 
My Cnn in the nose of the plane 
nad turned his back upon the approach to 
the mesquite, and while the glass was 


shattered no injury wes sustained by hin, 


4 few minutes afterward there came 


circling over this area one of tue Ameri- 


can Air Line giant flag ships which had 
been approaching Tucson and was ordered 


Out by radic to the location I had given. 


They came lcw enough to give an accurate 
account of my position and approximately 
the extent of the e to the ai 
They reported that no injuries had 
incurred by the personnel. 
was, Of course, greatly appreciated by 
me, and it lifted the tension which had 
been created by my radio conversation 
with the Tucson Airport. 


een 


AW 


lane. 


the fact that a successful wheel landing 


‘was made ani no great damage was done 


| to 


'we continued the alr 
° 


‘air mail writers 


| that sum ( 


the rg Saye nor were any injuries 
sustained by the personnel, 

The forced landing occurred in very 
rough and rugged country, and it happen- 
ed with such little advance warning that 
we really did not have time to take much 
premediated action. The three passen- 
gers realized the predicament I was in, 


_ but they did not have any desire to: 


abaudon the plane unless I gave them 
crders, waicn to me was quite commead- 
able, It showed that they had faith in 
the pilot of the airplane. 

We were picked up on the following 
morning by a B-18 from March Field, and 
to that field. 
-——O —-——— 
The Progress of Aviation 

(Continued irom Page <) 


aid the United States 
$6,000,000 in 1932, and more than twice 
$12,450,000) in 1937. 

into the future - in 1943, 





Looking 


.five years from now, AVIATION envisions 


, | the fare on commercial airlines at <¢ 
Upon inspecting the airplane, we found | 
there was slight damage to the two wings, 


er mile; passengers carried per year, 
,000,000; all first class mail trans- 


ported by air without surcharge; total 


e on the left side, caus-. 


domestic route miles, 60,000; total 


. foreign route miles, 100,000; speed on 


'a@irmen; mile square terminals 


| 
I 
' 
| 


| 


trank line routes, between 250 and 300 
miles per hour; altitude of travel, 
20,000 Zoek; pease ers carried per 
Plane, from 40 to 80, and from 3 to 6 
deuble 
runways; complete automatic blind land- 
ing and positive ear os control. 

——— OO 


iffective upon the completion of their 
present course of instruction at the 
Command and General Staff School, Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas, Major Frederick M, 
Hopkins, Jr., and Captain Karl W.Barnes, 
Air Corps, are assigned to duty at 


This courtesy Maxwell Field, Ala., and Major Clements 


McMuliea, Air Corps, is assigned to duty 
at the San Amtonio Air Depot, Duncan 
Field, San Antonio, Texas. 
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MARCH FIELD PERSONNEL 
By the News Lett 


While large areas in Southern Califor- 
nia were being choked up and devastated, 
and people, automobiles and even houses / 
were being swept away by raging flood 
waters, the result of a. record three-day 
rainfall, Merch Field, Riversice, Calif,, 
unharmed in the midst of chaos that cut 


off whole cities from the outsids world, | 


marshalled its forces, rescued persons 
whose lives were endangered by ripe, | 
waters, and joined the Red Cross in aid- 
53 flood victims. 

n March end, with the first knowledge 
of the worst flood disaster in Southern 
California history, Colonel John H.Pirie, 
Commanding Officer of March Field, ac- 

uainted with conditions in Riverside, 
en miles away, ordered Quartermaster 
trucks and soldiers to the scene to as- 
sist in rescue work. 

Under the direction of Brigadier Gen- 
eral Delos C, Emmons, lst Wing Commander, 
the 38th Reconnaissance Squadron took to 
the air to photograph inundated areas 


eastward to Indio, and along all swollen 


rivers and washes from mountains to the 
sea. Airplanes of the 17th Attack Group 
constantly flew over flonded sections, 
the Army airmen directing and facilitat- 
ing rescue work by means of radio commu- 
nication. Airplanes waited, ever ready, 
on the hangar lines to be sent off on 
any migsion which might arise. March 
Field flyers dropped food and gave news 
of outside conditions to marooned comm- 
nities and towns. With short wave radio, 
the only means of communication, March 
Field's WYM kept constant contact with 
Los Angeles, San Bernardino and outside 
points, acting as a news ency in the 
dissemination of- actual and une erat- 
ed reports of conditions and agotating 
in the direction of outside help. 

A radio transmitter and receiver were 
transported by air to Alhambra to in- 
crease communication facilities. Food 
supplies for March Field were flown in 
by air because there were no trains to 
or through Riverside for ten days and 
all highways were either closed or ex- 
treme erous to traffic. 

March Field officers cooperated with 
and kept in constant touch with the 
State Highway and Forestry Departments. 
They assisted the Higneey Department to 
a considerable extent by locating and 
reporting bridges that were washed away 
and reporting other washouts. 

When the rumbling, invincible forvard 
rush cf the water dad met the sea, leav- 
ing in its wake debris and silt and de- 
struction that concealed victims, March 
Field went to work to aid stricken —~ 
civilians. 8 ‘ 

From municipal, county, state forestry, 
State highway and railway officials, 


RESCUE FLOOD VICTIMS 
er Correspondent 


|March Field Commander. Under the com- 
'mand of Major Paul H, Prentiss, the 38th 
| Reconnaissance Squadron made over 500 

' photographs. Prints, rushed out by the 
| March Field Photo Section, were deliver- 


| ed with efficiency and dispatch to the 


| U.S. ineers and to county authorities 
pa tg eles, San Bernardino and River- 
Side. 


Duri the period March 3rd to 5th, the 
17th Attack Group, under the command of 
Lieut. Colonel Carlyle H. Wash, conduct- 
ed 37 missions, involving a total time 
of 51 hours and 40 minutes, Of these 
| missions, 14 were flown for the purpose 
of locating marooned people; four to lo- 
cate washed-out roads; eight to locate 
Gestroyed bridges; six to check the con- 
| dition of dams; two to check broken 
| power lines; two to drop food to maroon- 
| ed people - in which Lieuts. Hatcher and 
| Rendle flew 600 pounds of food to 
| marooned people in the vicinity of Camp 

Baldy where flood damage was especially 
retegd | - and one liaison mission to Los 
seles. 


fee the night of March 2nd, rtermas- 
| ter trucks and a detachment of enlisted 
a ber pend the reba oe rahe John S. . 
| Casseday, Quartermaster Corps, proceede 

| to West Riverside, where the’ turbulent 

| waters of the Santa Ana River, rushing 
| 


out of its regular course over highways 
and deeb. residential districts, 
threatened the lives sf scores of help- 
less people. Here the soldiers heroical- 
| ly braved the four-foot wall of swiftly 
'moving, debris-laden water and, by means 
‘of strong tow lines and the skillful 
maneuvering of an Army truck, a Riverside 
| fire truck with several people aboard 
| was pulled out of the flood when it was 
| in imminent danger cf being swept away. 
| Gayest re in this area, unable to 
reach safe ground before being caught by 
the Fagg waters, were drowned. 

As the flood waters receded and the 
long weary task of reconstruction was be- 
gun, letters of thanks and aoe 
arrived at March Field, One lady wrote: 

"Would you kindly give us the names 
of the boys who were on your Army truc? 
Wednesday night, March 2nd, doing res- 
cue work at the Santa Ana River flocd? 
My husband, young son and I were saved 
by those boys when they were able to 
get us out of the county truck, 

"We were on the fire truck for sever- 
| @l hours and as it was about to go we 
were transferred to the county truck 
and were there until your truck appear- 
ed. In all, we were in danger from — 
5:30 until nearly 11 PM. Our car is in 
‘the river. We feel: those boys of yours 
saved those brave firemen ag well as we 
three. And a number of others later. 








pleas for mosaic Leptg: en of devastat- "We would like to thank each one per- 
e 


office of the 


6d areas poured into 


sonally, but if you do not care to give 
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ou’; thes: names, won't you please give 
them @or very deepest Fst Words 
@re so use..ess when one's life has 
sen saved, but I think they will un- 
derstand how we qqneectato their help. 
God bless them all, 

"You have no idea - or maybe you 
have - of how precise and quickly they 
worked. Not a false move or useless 
gesture which would have meant time 
wasted. 

"I deeply regret that we are not ina 
position to reward them by more than 
our thanks. If you are willing to 
send us their names we will be eternal- 
ly grateful - otherwise, please thank 
them for their life-time friends. 
_Mrs. Hazel E. Smith & family." 
From the County of Riverside, the 
Board of Supervisors, the Sheriff, the 
American Red Cross, the California High- 
way Patrol, etc., came other letters, 
warm and sincere and grateful. Mr. E. 
Raymond Cato, Chief of the California 
Highway Patrol, wrote: 

"On behalf cf the California Highway 
Patrol, I wish to take this opportuni- | 
ty cf thanking you, your officers and 
men, for the invaluable services which 
you so willingly rendered the Califor- 
nia Highway Patrol during and follow- 
ing the recent devastating flood. 

At a time when a number of human 
lives were imperiled on Mission Boule- | 
vard near Riverside, entrapped by the | 
sudden overflow of the Santa Ana River,) 
atcp automobiles, holding to trees af- | 
ter their vehicles had been wasned 
away, and after every attempt at res- 
cue had failed and all were a ee, 
lost because of the lack of adequate 
facilities, you wnhesi tatingly dis- 
patched the necessary facilities to 
the scene at my request, 

"I wish to call particular attention | 
to and commend Major J.B. Casseday and | 
the detachment of soldiers who so vali- 
antly rescued the stranded victims. In 
the face of imminent danger with the | 
raging water still rising, Major 
Casseday and the detachment of men of | 
your command braved their way through 

n an Army truck where other rescue 
trucks and a tractor had foundered. 

"I wish also to commend the pilots 
who, during the danger period, persist- 
ently and untiringly kept a continuous | 
aerial watch of Big Bear Lake and gave 
our office hourly reports in order 
that we might have warning and evacu- 
ate the endangered area in the event 
of a break which was feared in the dam. 
The pilots who were Gegperones to fly 
over and furnish our office with the 
Bogrostee reports on various highways 

bridges are deserving of much cre- 
dit for the promptness and accuracy of 
their detailed reports. These reports 
were 60 precise that they not -f 
served us in selecting best traffic 
routes, but are now of great value to 





| there is little wonder that the 
| of our Air Service is far above 


| your assistance, 


' nection with the flood. 


| governmental engineers in making prelim- 
| inary survey of the damages done. 


"And then, of inestimable importance, 


was the assistance of your radio comm- 
‘nications department whose services 


vcluntarily placed at our disposal. 


| communications were handled promptly and 


accurately, 
"With such efficient officers and men, 


gone ty 
t of 
any Other country. Our people are just- 


+e peone of their Air Service. 


Ss a representative of the California 
Highway Patrol, I em deeply grateful for 
The State of Califor- 
nia owes a debt of gratitude to you and 


| your command for an invaluable service 
' rendered her people at a time of dire 


need, 
(Signed) E. RAYMOND CATO, 
Chief, Calif. Highway Patrol." 
In Special Orders, dated March 10, 

1938, ty command of Colonel John H.Pirie, 
a board of officers, composed cf Majors 
avy | E.W. Duncan, Lucas V, Beau, Jr., 
and Second Lieut. Boyd Hubbard, Jr., was 
appointed to meet without delay for the 
purpose of receiving, considering and 
preparing for submission to higher au- 


| thorities, recommendations for the award 
of the Soldier's Medal to certain enlist- 


ed men of this station for heroism dis- 


| played in flood rescue work, 


On Thursday, March 24th, the board con- 
vened and heard testimony on the opera- 


| tions of members of this command in con- 


The findings of 
this board have not as yet been publish- 


ed. 
| All in all, the efficient and whole- 
| hearted response of March Field demon- 
| strates the usefulness to which a defense 


unit may be put in the event of peace- 
time disasters. The flood is over now, 
but the ever strengthening bond of 
friendship between March Field and civil- 
ians is even closer in the hearts and 


' minds of many grateful citigens. 


~--000--= 
ASSIGNMENT OF ARMY WAR COLLEGE GRADUATES 


The following -named Air Corps officers, 
now oa duty as students at the Army War 
College, Fort Humphreys, D.C., are as- 
signed to duty as indicated, effective 
upon completion of their present course 
of instruction, viz: 

Lieut. Colonel Hubert R, Harmon and 
Major Idwal H. Edwards to the War Depart- 
ment General Staff, Washington, D.0, 

Colonel Henry W. Harms, Majors Warren 
R, Carter and Austin W, Martenstein to 
Office Chief of the Air Corps, Washington. 
Majors Alfred J, Lyon to Weight F{e1d,0, - 
and Jokn Y.York,Jr., to Maxwel Field,Ala, 

mi Harry A, Johnson to Chanute 
Field, Rantoul, {11, 

Major John DeF, Barker to Ft. L)/ worth 
as instructor at C. & G.S. School, 
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SUPPLYING CAVALRY NFEDS BY AIRPLANE | 


The Honorable Harry H, Woodring, Sec- 
retary of War, recently announced that 
the Army will initiate unique but import- 
ant tests when the Army Air.Corpe under- | 
takes to provide all. food, rations and 
forage for a platoon of Cavalry in moun- 
taiacus terrain in the field, beginning 
April 14th. 

The tests are being conducted in the 
Big Bend District of Texas, in the vicin- 
ity sf Balmorhea, The ist Piatcon, Troop 
"A," @th Cavalry, consisting of 30 men 
and horses for the unit, will obtain ail 
its food for personnel and grain and hay 
for animals, from containers to be let 
down from a B-10 Bomber by parachutes. | 

The rations which will be delivered to 
perecans? will be the normal garrison of | 

lbs.. per man; the ration for horses | 

will consist of 12 lbs. of sats and 14 
lbs, cf hay eech. There wil? be a daily | 
delivery of approximately 1,000 lbs. to } 
the Cavalry platoon in mowmtainous ter- | 
rain where it would be impossible for 
the airplane to land, all of which will 
be let down by parachutes from the Army 
Bomber. : 

The tests will be conducted for a pe- 
riod of four days, ending on April 18th, 
and will be under the supervision of 
Brig. General Ben Lear, Commanding the 
ist Cavelry Division, Fort Bliss, Texas, 
and immediately conducted by Major Guy 
Kirksey, Air Corps, who has been desig- 
nated Division Air Otficer, lst Cavalry 
Division, for the period of the tests. 

The delivery of focd to personnel in 
isolated areas, ge Fala. Farachutes 
thrown from Army planes is not new. Sev- | 
eral years ago, a large number of In- 
dians were fed for a considerable period 
in the high plateaus of Arizona, wien 
they were cut off from all outside 
sources by deep snow. Food and medicine 
have also been delivered to flood vic- 
tims on several occasions in recent 
years. The tests which the Army Air 
Corps and Cavalry will initiate in South-| 
west Texas are more extensive, however, 
Since they involve not only the feeding 
of eee but feeding of animals as | 
Well, to include delivery of bales of 
hay and sacks of eres. 
~-~00Q--— 
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A board convened at Wright Field, Ohio, | 
on March 19th, for the purpose of evalu- | 
ating two-engine transport-personnel air-| 
planes as to utility of type. The offi- | 
cers composing the board were Majors W.T. | 
Larson, of ley Field, Va.; R.T. | 
Cronau, ef Randolph Fiels, Texas; S.M, 
Umstead of Wright Field; Captains L.C. 
Craigie, of Wr gat Field; Luther §. 
Smith, of the Office of the Chief of the | 
Air Corps, Washington, D.C., and Lieut. 
E.R, Todd, of Kelly ae 

mm OO ene 
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| April Srd, in honor of Army Day 


RADIO BROADCAST FROM XB-15 and XC-35 
A radio broadcast, which reflected 


| great credit both on the U.S. Army and 


the N.B.C, representatives who took part 
in its arrengement, was held on aes 

S pre- 
sented, it was an entertainment in which 
aay organization might well have been 
proud Zo have a part. 

Amonz the broadcasts were one from the 
XB-15 airplane flying over New York 
City, with Major General Oscar Westover 
at the microphone, and another from the 
Air Corps substratosphere airplane, fly- 
ing at 33.000 feet over New York City, 
with Major Carl F. Greene, Air Corps,at 
the micropnone. The latter flight hap- 
pened to be a record one for altitude 
for the subsiratosphere airplane which, 


| of cow'se, is not built to accomplish 
| altituce records but to serve as an 6x- 


perimental laboratory for the study of 
practicable and comfortable flights be- 


| tween 20,000 and 40,000 feet. 


Bota airplanes took off from Wright 
Field, Chio, on Saturday, April end. In 
the B-15 were Major S.M. Umstead and 
Lieut. L.F, Harman at the controls, and 


'as crew, Lieut. Colonel H.V. Hopkins, 


Captain ©.§. Irvine,. Lieut. E.H. Beebe, 
Messrs. Mark Koogler, P.H. Henderson, 

B, Casebeer, H.W. Johnson, John Honacker 
and William Fell, the latter an Eclipse 
Avieticn Corporation representative, The 
XC~35 was manned b;r Captains A.H. Johnson 
and G.J, Pppraght at the controls, and 
Major Carl # reene and Mr. G.W. Laub, 
The voices from the two airplanes came 


| clearly and resonantly above the roar 


of the motors. The Aircraft Radio Labo- 


‘ratory at Wright Field was responsible 
' for the hookups of the airplanes. 


The final item of the program, a roll 
cali by General Malin Craig, Chief of 
Staff, in Washington, of the various 
units which had taken part in the broad- 
cast, vas a triumphant demonstration of 
the possibilities of modern radio, 

The timing of responses coming from 
various parts of the United States, in- 
cluding the air high above New York 
City, to the voice of the Army Chief in 
Washington, was a feature which those 
who heard it will not soon forget. 


An airplane accident on April 3rd near 
Ashtabula, Ohio, resulted in the death 
of 2nd Lieut. Kelvine Burke, Air Resorve, 
who had been stationed at Selfridge 
Field, Mich., since May 15, 1937. 

Lieut, Burke was born on July 15,1911, 
at Buffalo, N.Y., and he received his 


| education at Buffalo and Manhattan Col- 


lege. He graduated from the Air Corps 
Training Center in 19356, and was assign- 
ed to active duty at Mitchel Field, N.Y. 
He is survived by his mother, four bro- 
thers and four sisters, to whom the Air 
Corps extends its deep sympathy. His 
father, a prominent Buffalo Surgeon, is 
deceased. 
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A THEATER FOR HAMILTON FIELD 


At last Hamilton Field is to have a 
theater - and a beautifully constructed 
and decorated building it Situated 
on the hillside near the entrance to the 
post, its design corresponds to the 
other buildings of white stucco with the 
typical red tile roof. The interior 
also reflects the Spanish influence,with 
copper trim and red seats, modern indi- 
rect lighting completing the decoration. 

The theater was to be officially dedi- 
cated on the evening of April 7th by 
Colonel Horace F. Sykes, Adjutant General 
of the Ninth Corps ea, and Lieut. Col. 
C.W, Russell, Commanding Officer of 
Hamilton Field, while two shows were to 
be held that evening to accommodate the 
ye eee large attendance. 

) ey is small and compact, 
2. The stage is construct- 


seating but 
ed for either moving ct eg or stage 
shows, and air conditioning adds to tue 
comfort of patrons. 


---0U0--— 


CHANGE OF COMMANDERS AT KELLY FIELD 


Brigadier General Arnold N. Xrogstad, 
Commanding Officer of Kelly Field, Texas, 
up to March 25th, departed on that day | 
for his new assignment and duties as 
Wing Commander of the Second Wing, GH 
Air Force, igley Field, Va. Colonel | 
Frank D. Lackland, Commandant of the Air | 
Cerps Advanced Flying School, assumed 
the duties of Commanding Officer of 
Kelly Field on March 25th. 


General Krogstad arrived at Langley 
Field on the morning of March 3lst to 
assume command of the Second Wing, GHQ 
Air Force, succeeding Brigadier General 
Gerald C. Brant, who left sometime ago 
for Chanute Field, Rantoul, Ill. 

General Krogstad was greeted at the 
Langley Field base by several fellow of- 
ficers in front of the Second Wing Head- 

uarters Building, among whom were Major 
eneral Frank M, Andrews, Commanding 
General of the GHQ Air Force, and Colonel 
Walter R, Weaver, commander of meee -ey 

Field. Traveling to his new station by 
automobile, General Krogstad arrived at 
the airdrome about the same time several | 
planes of the Second Wing were returning | 
from central Florida, where annual spring) 
maneuvers had been under way for several | 
weeks, | 
~~--000--- | 


SAN ANTONIO DEPOT BUSY TRANSPORTING MEN | 


| 


The San Antonio Air Depot, Duncan 
Field, Texas, was recently called on for | 
@ rush order of C-33 transport: flights 
when it became necessary to transfer 
seme 150 enlisted men from Langley Field, 
Va., to the Air Corps Training Center, 


' 





Randolph Field, Texas. From March 20th * 


/ Coast Art 


| Colone 


| Albrook Field in furnis 


| Ohio 


the automatic engine synchronizer, 
_ function is automatically to maintain a 
| constant r.p.m. on all four engines by 
| propeller pitch control. 
| which automatic control can be maintain- 


to April Grd, all pilots, officer and 


enlisted, and crews, with the four 


' C-33's at the Depot and one borrowed 
| om the Fairfield Air moves were kept 
' bus 


flying between Rando 


ph and Langley 
Fields. 


A flight was also made to 


_ Maxwell Field, Ala., for transporting 
enlisted men to Randolph Field. 


-~--000--- 
COMMENDATION FOR ALBROOK FIELD PERSONNEL 


mapresetag the appreciation of the 4th 
illery (AA) for the fine cooper- 
ation extended to it by Air Corps person- 
nel ecg its training season, the Com- 
manding Officer of this organization, 
Forrest E. Williford, ina re- 
cent letter to the Commandi General of 


' the 19th Wing, Air Corps, Albrook Field, 
' Canal Zone, stated: 


"Yor the first time in several years 


| the Harbor Defenses of Balboa and S&nti- 
_ aircraft Defenses of the Pacific Sector 


have completed all scheduled firing dur- 
ing the calendar year without a carry — 
over. This has been accomplished ina . 
large measure through the splendid co- 
operation of the Air gerye personnel at 

hing the necessa- 
ry air missions." 

---000--- 


MULTI-ENGINE CONTROL DEVICES 


The Materiel Division, Wright Field, 
has two exper tnensey devices under 
development for the automatic control of 
engines with special reference to four- 
engine airplanes. The idea back of these 


| developments is to relieve the pilot or 


engineer of the necessity of_constant at- 
tention to the engine controls. The 
simpler of the two devices is known oe 

Ss 


The r.p.m, at 


ed is manually variable over a wide range. 
The other engine control device is know 
as the automatic engineer, Its function 
is to control r.p.m, as above, also auto- 


|matically to maintain a constant mani- 
' fold pressure on all four engines by 


throttle control, <A wide range of oper- 
ating manifold pressures can be maintain- 
ed automatically. One each of these de- 
vices is being procured for test at the 
Division, 6 

mm QUO 


At the Materiel Division, Wright Field, 
Ohio, circular proposals were issued in 
March (opening date March 8, 1939, at 
1:00 p.m.) for single-engine Attack air- 
planes. The bids are to be based upon 
quantities.of from one to five hundred 

n increments of mers 
awe DL) 0 mw 
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IINK TRAINER INSTRUCTION AT HAMILTON FIELD 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


Alrest any day between the hours of 
eight and four, a strange humming sound | 
cen be heard coming from the northwest | 
room of hangar 4. Upon entering, one | 
finds a somewiat distressed pilot joust- | 
ing with the instruments and controls of | 
the familiar Link Trainer. This has 
been going on since the installation of | 
the Trainer around the first of the year.| 
During this time, some fifteen pilots 
have received training in it. - 

The fifteen-hour course presented con- | 
sists mainly of femiliarization with the | 
Trainer, accuracy work in instrument 
flying, and radio beam orientation. In- | 
Cluded in the accuracy work are time | 
turns, reversals on approach iegs with = 
Department of Commerce let downs through | 
Overcasts. 

Several acceptable methods of radio 
beam orientation are presented with the | 
purpose in view of furnishing the pilot | 
with some choice to fit the conditions 
of operations in the locality of the 
beam used. Beams from all parts of the 
United States are selected for training, 
but particular stress is laid on the 
beams in the locality of Hamilton Field. 
In addition to the above, training is 
given in the use of the radio compass 
and in instrument landings. Toward the 
end of the course, a pevencees 
flight in the Trainer is given between 
two distant radio beam stations, and 
during this jaunt all possible condi- 
tions, such as ice, bumpy ai 


air, mountains, ' 
bent beams, split beams, false cones of 
silence, and other conditions are simi- 
lated effectively. This radio cross- 
country is intended to help improve the 
udgment of the pilot while flying under 
ad weather conditions. 

So far the results of the training are | 
quite gratifying. Upon the completion 
of the course, students seem to have a 
clearer, more tangible picture in their 
minds of the beam lay-out of the particu- 
lar station to which they are tuned, and | 
ween hearing the quadrant signals make a | 
Dilan to orient themselves and follow the 
beam into the cone of silence quickly and 
pki x pigg f All movements are done 
smoothly with timing and precision. Er- | 
rors are few, and a pilot lost is a rare | 
occurrence. 

Although the results have been pleas- 
ing, there has been no opportunity this 
early to compare the average pilot's in- |. 
ain fea befcre and after using the 

ainer course, relative to actual in- | 
strument work in the air. 

The conclusions which be drawn 
from the training to date are that the | 
Link Trainer cannot and should not de 
expected to take the place of any of the | 


actual work in the air, but it can sup- ; 1 


plement instrument training in the air 


| flying. 


and white of problems worked on the 
Trainer are shown to scale on the beam 
chart by the recorder, This gives the 
etudent an opportunity to see his mis- 
takes and prefit by the corrections 
offered by his instructor. 

Briefly, the Link Trainer offers a 
relatively economical, safe, and effi- 
cient way for pilots to learn instrument 


. ---000--- 
NO WORRY ABOUT MOTOR FUEL SUPPLY 
Often there have appeared in print 
predictions to the effect that, at the 


preeent rate of consumption of gasoline 
and oi], there is like to be a serious 


‘motor fuel shortage in this country in 
| the not too distant future. 


According to Dr. Gustav Egloff, Direc- 
tor of Research for the Universal Oil 


Products Co., of Chicago, there is plen- 
| ty cf fuel ahead, based on present known 
/motcr-fuel sources. In 
'a fuel reserve period of hothing less 


ict, ahead lies 


then 20 years besed on natural petroleum 


deposits now in sight, and what's more, 


estimating fuel supply from all natural 


,and synthetic sources capable of utili- 

, gation through the most advanced process. 
es now in use and likely to follow, there 
' looms ahead a 5 Ray good for just a 
‘mere span of 24, 


ears. 

In an article in the April issue of 
the S.A.5, JOURNAL, Dr. Hgloff is quoted 
as saying tnat this estimate of motor 
fuel reserve is based on present yearly 
Gemand of 22 billion gallons of fuel for 


the 30,000,000 motor vehicles now operat- 
'ing in this country. Analyzing newer 


sources of motor fuel, he discussed in 
turn the various motor-fuel sources such 


as crude oil, natural gas, cracked gases. 
coal, oil shale, plents and wood, and ad- 
‘ditional compounds for higher octane 


numbers of fuels. 
The supply estimates cited are for 
motor fuel of normal octane rating, Dr. 


‘Egloff stated, but to when octane re- 


uirements of motor vehicles are mount- 
ng higher this injects a new angle to 
the fuel production problem. Time was 
when an octane rating of less than 50 


| was acceptable to motor fuel users, but 
now with higher engine compression 
'Yatios the average octane rating is 70, 


and an octane rating of 100 is regarded 


'as the standard requirement for aviation 
: service. 


Gasolines derived from crude oils 4 
direct distillation range in antikno 
value from about 15 to over 70 octane, 
with an average octane rating of about 
53, the speaker declared, Cracked gaso- 
ines vary in octane rating from 65 to 
80, with an average of about 70. The 


to a great extent, The results in black | cracking process, he estimated, is con- 
ides V-7699, A.C. 





serving over 1,300,000,000 bbl. of crude 
oil per year. Gases containing olefin 
hydrocarbons are produced as a by-product 
of the cracking process, These gases 
are converted catalytically into polymer 
asoline and iso-octane motor fuels, all 
aving high antiknock properties. 
In discussing coal as a source of 

motor fuel, Dr. Egloff cited the experi- 


ence of 2land. One plant, he said, 
costi 27,000,000, is now producing 
1,000 bbl. of gasoline per day from 


Wales bituminous coal ocuah the hydro- 
genation process. The plant's daily pro- 
duction costs about 20 cents per gallon, 
yet is equivalent to only two percent of 
the motor-fuel demand of Great Britain 
as against the normal yeariy increase in 
hat country's motor fuel demand of fully 
ercent. 
ioaioting natural gas as a motor-fuel 
source, Dr. Egloff pointed out that there 
are 2,000 billion cubic ft. of natural 
gas produced yearly, and from this source 
he estimated that 55 billion gal. of 
liquefied natural gas might be produced 
for motor-fuel use. As another possible 
fuel source, he cited alcohul from plants 
and wood, enormous potential reserves of 
which are available in this ccuntry. 
Such fuel sources are being utilized in 
England, Ge ,» Czechoslovakia and 
elsewhere as a blending agent. However, 
he pointed out, results from this type 


t 
8 


of motor-fuel have so far proved wisatis- 


factory as compared with motor perform- 
ance on fuel from natural-gasoline 
sources. 

As another source, oil-shale deposits 
were discussed by the speaker, who esti- 
mated that 100 years of motor-fuel sup- 
ply are available in known deposits in 
this country when and if desired. The 
use of cotton seed oil was likewise 
cited as a possible source tarough use 
of cracking processes, ean example being 


the case of a Chinese —_ plaaning 250 
bbl. of motor fuel daily from cotton 
seed oil. Dr, Esloff laid particular 


stress on the possibilities now opening 
up in the solvent extraction method, 
which has developed recently to the 
point where it provides a means of aug- 
menting the supply of high octane gaso- 
line for airplane and other uses. 


---000--— 


Master Sergeant John Dolan, the rank- 
ing Master Sergeant in the Air Corps, was 
placed on the Retired List at Mitchel 
Field, N.Y,., on March 31, 1938, upon 
completion of 30 years' service. 

Technical Sergeant William E, Field, 
12th Air Base Squadron, was placed on 


the retired list at the Air Corps Advanc- 


ed Flying School, Kelly Field, Texas, 
effective March 31, 1938. Technical Ser- 
only Field was advanced on the retired 
ist to the rank of second lieutenant, 
under the provisions of the Act of 
Congress, approved May 7, 1932. 


| consisted of Head 
| the 17th, "B" Fli 





| PURSUITERS RETURN FROM FLORIDA MANEUVERS 


By the Selfridge Field Correspondent 


The 17th Pursuit Squadron, commanded 
by Captain Dixon M, Allison, returned to 
their base, Selfridge Field, Mich., on 

March 28th, after completing its part of 
the Second Wing Maneuvers in Central 
' Florida. For tunis maneuver the Squadron 
quarters Flight from 
ght from the 94th Pur- 
| suit Squadron, and "A" Flight of the 
27th Pursuit Squadron, 

The whole maneuver proved to be inter- 

esting end enlightening to all concern- 
/ed, inasmuch as we took the field with 
| our brand new Seversky P-35's. From the 
' very beginning we had ample opportunity 
to find out what our little Sever 
'gtingers could do. During the movement 
to Tampa, the Squadron was forced to 
make a night landing in a very small un- 
lighted field at Huntsville, Ala., due 
to unexpected severe weather conditions 
‘at Birmingham, Although our boys per- 
forned a good job of getting them down, 
we had plenty of cause to rejoice, as 
our new stingers are really put together, 
-especially in the lancing gear depart- 
ment. 

The Squadron reached Tampa on Thursday 
as March 17th, and began prepara 
tions for the maneuvers proper. Two 

types of combat missions were flown, 
namely, aerial gunnery on a tow target, 
using mass fire by flights, and inter- 
' ception problems against B-17's, mostly 
/at altitudes around 20,000 feet. 

The people of Tampa were very pleasant 
| to us during the maneuvers and did every- 
| tuing possible to make our stay there 
enjoyable, They also displayed great 
interest in our flying and in our air- 
planes, and seemed very pleased to have 
‘us there. 

' The casualties included two wing tips 
| bY way of ground loops, and three en- 
‘gines from as yet undetermined causes. 
The Squadron departed from Tampa on 

| Monday, March 28th, leaving four planes 
| behind for repairs, and had an unevent- 
ful trip home, with one stop at Maxwell 
'Field, Ala. 

| As a whole, we feel that we learned a 
lot about the performance and character- 
‘istics of our new airplanes in a ver 
‘short time, and we look forward to e 
|GHQ Maneuvers in May with confidence and 
‘pleasure. 

Major Seversky spent the ontire time 
with us in Florida, and he and his me- 
'Cchanic proved extremely helpful with our 
|engineering difficulties. 

---000--- 

Upon the completion of their present 
‘course of instruction at_the Air Corps 
| Tactical School at Maxwell Field, Ala., 
| the following-named Air Corps officers, 


“ 


| Students thereat, are assigned to sta- 
| tions as follows: Majors Edward M., 


t 
e. 


Robbins and James C. Shively to rit 
Field and Capt.E.T.Selzer to Selfri 
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COURSE AT TRAINING CENTER PROVES A PROFITABLE INVESTMENT 
By the father of two Cadets who graduated 


I was reading in a local paper a notice! The Cadet receives the best training 
that a certain yo man hed been accept- it is possible to obtain anywhere. If 
ed as a Flying Cadet at the Training Cen-'it were possible to secure this same 
ter at Randolph Field. It brought back ‘kind of training in commercial life, the 
memories to me when | boys received ‘cost thereof would be far beyond the 
their orders to report and, to be aonest,! meaus of the average parent. In the Air 
I was as proud of their appointment as Corps the boy is not only taught to f 

? 


they were. | but is paid $75.00 per month while he is 
I have read at different times Cadets' | under instruction. 
opinions of their training and their | after the boy graduates, what then? He 
future, As a parent, I am writing my |Teceives ea commission as a second lieut- 
Opinion as to the future of the boy who ,enant in the Air Reservo, is placed on 
has passed through the training school, | active dut, for a number of years, and 
with the hope that it may help in the secures a bonus at the termination of 
decision of some young fellow who is 'guch period of active duty. He will 
anxious to go end of his perents who may have been paid enough money during this 
be holding him back because they are | time as, with the exercise of a reason~ 
concerned for the boy's future and 'able amount of thrift, to enable him to 
sefety. | lay aside a goodly amount with which to 
First, from my observation, flying is | ines a start in private life. 
not all that is taught and impressed on | How many young men of today, at the 
the Cadet, The age of most Cadets is age of 21 to 26, average over $200.00 
that stage of life when most of us won- per month? 
dered why the necessity for orders and '" The Cadet has the possibility of secur. 


discipline from those in authority which,’ ing ea regular commission. This is not 
if not learned at that stage, would be a promised. However, many Reserve offi- 


handicap throughout our lives. Self- ‘cers have been commissioned in the Regu- 
control is taught in such a way while ‘lar mip. Se If the Resorve officer does 
learning to fly that the Cadet is really not wish to remain in the Army, but 


taught without his knowi it. If your (does desire to earn his living by fly- 
boy should go, ask him after he gradu- (ing, there is the reassuring thought 
ates if he ever bit his lips and swallow-; that the commercial air lines are 

ed hard, No, the life is not all roses. (anxious to employ as pilots graduates of 
He will have to learn to take and give; the Air Corps Training Center. My 

but ask him if he would like to be other- eldest son, and a number of members of 
wise, You will be surprised_to know how his class, are now in the employ of air 
he has enjoyed the lesson. If he cannot lines, My younger son, who is now serv- 
come up to the standards expectec of nim,'ing as a Reserve officer, has received 


he will be taken off flying, as other- $ an offer from an air line without making 
wise his own life as well as the lives ‘application for the position. It is 
of other flyers would be endangered. | thus seen that positions are open for 


He will be taught to think and act for | these graduates of the Air Corps Train- 
himself; confidence will be put in hin, \ ing Center in the field of commercial 


and it will be up to him not to break ‘aviation, 

that confidence. He will be taught to i When the boy's training is finished, 

fly. and when he graduates he will cer- (I honestly believe that, even should he 
tainly be a flyer. 'then decide to discontinue flying, the 


Of course, a certain amount of anxiety time spent in the flying school and the 
as to the safety of the Cadet enters the experience and teachings which he re- 
arents' minds,but everything mane ceived as a Flying Cadet will stand him 
s done for the safety of the Cadet, both, in good stead in his battle through 
by his instructors and also by the Army life. 
in assuring that the equipment which he |‘ [t has been my epeesene to meet a num- 
uses is of the best. anxiety was not | ber of Cadets at the graduation exercis- 
so much for the safety of my boys, know- es of both of my sons, and afterwards, 
ing that everything possible was being |and I have never met a finer and more 
done in that respect; rather, it was con-! loyal set of young fellows, ‘There mst 
cerned with the possibility of my boys | be something that binds them so closely 


not being able to meet the high stand- | Smee and it is a pleasure to be 

ards expected from them and the possi- | able to think that one's son was an ac- - 
bility of their not being able to become quaintance and fellow student of their's. 
flyers. If such is the case, and if | Think it over, parents. If your boy 
there is any doubt in the minds of the ‘wants to tly, go back a few years in 


instructors that the Cadet is not safe 'your recollections. Perhaps you would 

and will not become a pilot, no chances / have preferred another way of maki 

will be taken, He will be relieved from | your living than the one you are follow- 
| (Continued on page 14). 
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DOCTRINE FOR CORPS AND ARMY SQUADRON , 
| 
The News Letter Correspondent of the 
97th Observation Squadron (Corps & Army), 
Mitchel Field, L.I., New York, recently 
forwarded to the Air Corps Information 
Division a 45-page mimeographed pamphlet | 
which, in a very comprehensive form, em- 
bodies the doctrine of this Scuadron and 
has for its purpose "...to establish 
standard practice for pilots, observers 
and ground crews, the following proced- 
ures are published for the information 
and guidance of all concerned, This in- 
formation.....is not to be intorpreted 
as final or complete in every instance, 
but rather informative and subject to 
further amplification. Cooperation or 
teamwork between the variovs equedron 
sections and mutual understandings of in- | 
dividuals are the objectives soucht." 
Sufficient conies of this pamphlet 
were provided for distribution to all 
officers now on duty in the 97th Squad- 
ron, and for similar distribution in the 
future. 
The Squadron has been overating under 
this doctrine for the past two mcenths. 
The doctrine outlines a ground pro- 
cedure, air procedure and miscellaneous 
activities. Outstanding sub-divisions 
include: Instructions for ground and air 
a ae aye of the 0-46A Observetion eir- 
plane and the R-1535-7 "Wasp" engine; 
Squadron formations, including discus- 
sions on assembly, turns, signals, etc.; 
Forced landing procedures; Airdrome pro- 
cedures when away from home base; Tow- 
target procedures; Safety precautions on 
Aerial Gunnery; Tips On aerial photogra- 
phic missions, including tables cehowing 
areas covered from certain altitudes, 
etc. The document places special empha- 
sis pn procesures to be followed when 
dispatched on aerial cooperative mis- 
sions with ground forces. 

It may be seen from the above that the 
real aim of the present doctrine is not 
to parallel a training directive but to 
coordinate into one document a number of 
small items of relative importance not 
only to young or inexperienced pilots 
but to older officers not af sain! quali- 
fied for duty with Corps & Army Observa- 
tion units. This aim has been particu- 
larly followed in the 97th Squadron, 
"Due to its very simplicity and broad 
field of material," asserts the News 
Letter Correspondent, "the Doctrine is 
not likely to be rendered antique or im- 
possible to follow by the inception of 
new equipment, 

"It is believed a Doctrine of this 
nature is valuable in any squadron 
equipped with one or two-place shins, as 

' these organizations are more likely to 


| 


have a large percentage of young pilots 
= 7 it would be of great satartal 
enefit. 


-~--000--- 
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| Second 


rated as "Airplane Pilot," and assi 
' to extended. active duty with the 6t 


| Wheeler Fi 


| Regular Army. 


| ane headed for a cornfield. 


‘engine and one wing, ¢ i 
'pletely and severeiy injuring the pilot. 


one 


OBITUARIES 


While ferrying a P-35 Pursuit airplane 
from the factory to his home station at 





| Selfridge Field, Mich., on April 9th, 


ieutenant Eugene Brecht, Jr., 
Air Corps, crashed near Athens, Penna., 
and was killed. 

Lieut. Brecht was born at Des Moines, 
Iowa, July 14, 1909. After graduating 
from high school at San Diego, Calif., 
he attended the San Diego State Teachers’! 
College for a half year, and Drake Uni- 
versity for one and one-half years. 

valifying for appointment as a Flying 


Cadet, ho began training at the Air 
| Corps Primary Flying Scaool at March 


Aeld, Calif., March 1, 1931, and upon 
raduation therefrom on September 25, 
931, he wes transferred to the Advanced 


| Fiying School at Kelly Field, Texas, 


where he specialized in Pursuit Aviation. 
Upon his graduation from Kelly Field 

on February <6, 1962, he was commissioned 

@ second lieutenant in the Air nooerves 

e 


cuaéron, 18th Pursuit Group, at 
eld, Hawaiian Department. 

In December, 1933, Lieut. Brecht was 
transferred to March Field, and was as- 


Pursuit § 


| gigned to the 73rd Pursuit Squadron, 


with which he served until March, 1934, 
when he reverted to inactive status. 
Subsequently he enlisted as a Private in 
the Air Corps in order to be eligible to 
take the examination for appointment as 
a second lieutenant in the Air Corps, 

Ee received this appoint- 
ment, with rank from August 1, 19 and 
was assigned to duty at Selfridge Field. 


Flyi Cadet Emil H, Petri, a student 
in the Attack Section of the Air Corps 
Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, 
Texas, died in the Station Hospital at 
Fort Sam Hourton, Texas, on the afternoon 
of April 1, 1938, from injuries received 
in the crash of an A-12 airplane he was 


flying. 
Cadet Petri was flying a — position 
in a 3-plane formation, led by end Lieut. 


W.D. Griffith, Air Reserve, his instruc- 
tor, when he pulled out of this formation 
The airplane 
landed in a corner of the field on its 

demolishing it com- 


wo farmers removed him from the cockpit 
and, with the aid of Lieut. Griffith, who 
landed in the same field, brought him to 
Keliy Field. He was later sent to the 


| station hospital at Fort Sam Houston. "It 


is believed," says the News Letter Cor- 
respondent, "that the cause of the forc- 
ed landing was the result of running out 
as on the auxiliary tank," 
ying Cadet Douglas Chalmers, a stu- 
dent in the Observation Section, was de- 
tailed to accompany the remains of the 
(Continued on Page 14). 
—_ V-7699, A.O. 











~ 6 





THE DENVER BRANCH OF THE AIR CORPS TECHNICAL SCHOOL 


Ed. Note: This is the first install- 
ment of a series of articles which 
will be published in the Air Corps 
News Letter. Succeeding install- 
ments will deal more ee 
with individual subjects; for ex- 
emgle, general organization, the 
bombing and gunnery range, climatic 
advantages for photography, bombing 
and gunnery, etc. 

With the transfer of the Departments 
of Photography and Armament to this new 
Denver location an accomplished fact, the 
new branch of The Air Corps Technical 
School, under the command of Lieut. Col. 
Jenius W. Jones, is in full operation. 

By air, by automobile, and by troop 
train, a total of twenty officers, two 
hundred and sixteen men and five civil- 
ian emplayees of the School were trans- 
ferred from Chanute Field, Rantoul, I11l., 
during December, January and February. 
Of these, the majority were transferred 
by troop train which arrived in Denver 
on February leth. 

To augment the permanent personnel, 

12 officers and 135 enlisted men had or 
have since been transferred to Lowry 
Field, At eee the strength of the 
command is 19 permanent officers, 13 
student officers, 185 permanent enlisted 
men and 166 enlisted students. 

The task of unloading, uncrating and 
moving school and post equipment was an 
even larger assignment than had been the 
crating and loading. Careful planning 
and a high degree of organization made 
possible the completion of this task in 
@ remarkably short time. 

So rapid was the process of reorganiza- 
tion at the new location that classes 
pe started in full swing on February 

Having graduated one class of enlisted 
students, the el re ede of per goereuny 
now has 6 student officers and 47 enlist- 
ed students undergoing instruction, 

The Department of Armament has also 
graduated one class of enlisted students, 
consisting of 10 men, At present, 82 
men are undergoing instruction in that 
Department. ; 

Bay that the Denver location is a 
al" 
ly 


) 
"na tur for the two Departments is 
simply an understatement. The climate, 
the envircnment, the friendly populace 
the remarkable spirit of cooperation dis- 
played by the City of Denver, and the 
Many natural advantages of the new site, 
all combine to provide the School with 
an ideal location, 

The above factors are largely respon- 
pible for the high state of morale preva- 
lent among the personnel at the School, 
Certainly, no new station ever began 
with excellent morale. Daily the 
morale berometer shows a slight but 





steady rise. The student motto is: 


"Let's stay in Denver." 

At present the following officers are 
On permanent duty status at the School: 
Lieutenant Colonels 

Junius W, Jones, Air Corps 

Louis M, Field, wedical beeps, 
Majors, Air Corps 

Donald G, Stitt Clarence C. Wilson 

Alfred L. Jewett Devereux M. Meyers 


Captains, Air Corps 
Donald W. Norwood Ri hort D. Reeve 


c. 
John K, Nissley George L. Murray 
Herbert W. Anderson 


Captain .M, Corps 
terold D. Stetson 
lst Lieuts., Air Corps 


Norman H, Ives Wiley D, Ganey 
John C. Covington 


end Lieuts., Air Corps 
Charles H. Leitner Thomas ¥. Langbden 


Air Reserve Officers 











; lst Lieut. c 3 ag 2 
| 2nd Lieut. Monty Duran Wilson 


Assigned as students in the Department 
of Photography are Lieut. Colonel Orlo 
H. Quinn, lst Lieuts. Thomas R. Starratt, 
Jerald W, c+ £- Donald L. Hardy, 2nd 
Lieut. H.C. Nelson, Air Corps, and 2nd 
Lieut. Jesus A, Villamor, Philippine 
Army. 

Officers undergoing instruction in the 
Department of Armament are Captain 
Harold R. Lee, Marine Corps; lst Lieuts. 
Melie J, Coutiee, Jarred V. Crabb, 
William A, Travis, 2nd Lieuts, Henry B, 
Fisher, William M, Gross and Joseph C. 
Moore, Air Corps. ps 

~——OU0 ~—— 


INDUSTRIAL COLLEGE STUDENTS ASSIGNED 


Under Special Orders of the War De- 
partment, recently issued, the following- 
named Air Corps officers, effective upon 
the completion of their present course 
of instruction at the Army Industrial 
College, Washington, D.C., aré assigned 
to stations, as follows 

Majors Don L, Hutchins, John A. Laird, 
Edward M, Powers and Clarence P. Kane 
one Materiel Division, Wright Field, 

io, 

Major Malcolm §, Lawton to the San 
Antonio Air Depot, Duncan Field, Texas. 
Captain Julian B, Haddon to Maxwell 

Field, Ala. 

Majors Shiras A, Blair and Robert T. 

Zane to Langley Field, Va. 


Major Lawrence P, Hickey, upon the 
completion of his present course of in- 
struction at the Army War College, Fort 
Humphreys, D.C., is assigned to duty 
at Selfridge Field, ae lemens, Mich, 

01ers 
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ARMY DAY AT LANGLEY FIELD 


Tae people of the Virginie Tidawater 
Peninsula had an opportunity to see some- 
thing of Langley Field's functions and 
its materiel on Army Day, April 6th. 
This airdrome, which is regarded as the 
most strategic air base in tae nation, 
had arranged to welcome visitors. and 
pre special air demonstrations for their 


enefit. , 
From 9:00 o'clock in the morning t0 
5:00 o'clock in the afternoon, the 8th 
Pursuit Group had one PB-2 and one P-6 
airplane parked on the ra in front of 
the Group Headquarters Buiidins, with an 
attendant at eacn craft to answer the 
questions of visitors. The Group Head- 
og oy hangar was also open to tae pub- 
ic for inspection. | 
The Second Bombardment Group had one 
B-17 Bomber (Flving Fortress) and one 
B-10 (2-engine Bomber) parked in front 
of Group Headquarters, with an attendant | 
at each plane. ; | 
The 2lst Reconnaissance Squadron dad 
one B-18 plane parked on the r in 


} 
| 


front of Group Headquarters, with an at- | : 
‘Russell J, Minty, from the Rockwell Air 
| Depot, Calif. 


tendant. 

The 3rd Observation Squadron kept the 
balloon hangar open for inspection, | 
Other Base activities which were avail- 
able for inspection included the Base 

erations and the Meteorological Sta- 
tion, Other airplanes on display were 
a C-33, an A-17 and an OA-4A. 

At one o'clock, a squadron of Pursuit 
paanees | Tar ae Fortresses", B-18's and 

bservation planes flew in the vicinity 
of the Peninsula on tactical missions. 
They ppanee over Hampton, Phoebes, Vew- 
port News and neighboring sections to 
enable the local residents to see them 
in action, 

The Meteorological Station, perhaps 
one of the most. interesting sections at 
Langley Field, both to the layman and to 
= ds pag spspneanss: mes bt ghoul 

nspection by the ic on Army Day, 
from 9:00 a.m. to B00 p.m, 

Several officers and enlisted men are 

daily engaged in computing 


| waters take advantage of the forecasts 
_ before deciding to risk the gs Se, 
eir 


~anere where storms often take t 
toll. ' 
On Army Day, guides were on duty at 


| the Meteorological Station and explain- 


ed vericus details of the various equip- 


_ment eaployed in making weather compu- 


tations, 
---000--- 


OFFICERS ASSIGNED TO TACTICAL SCHOOL 


Under Special Orders of the War De- 


partment recently issued, the following- 


named Air Coros officers are assigned 


| to duty as students in the 1938-1939 
| course at the Air Corps Tactical School 


et Maxwell Field, Ala., reporting to 


| the Commandant of this School towards 
the close of next summer, viz: 


Major Ray G, Herris, from the Office 


| of the District Representative, Western 


Procurement District, Inglewood, Calif. 
Major Clerence B, Lober and lst Lieut. 
Austin A, Straubel, from Fort Lewis, 


e w/v... 


: Washington. 


Major Joseph T, Morris and Captain 


A= 


ain A.J, Kerwin Malone, from 


“Ft - 
March Field, Calif. 


lst Lieut. Aubry L, Moore, from 


‘Hamilton Field, Calif. 


Captain Townsend Griffiss, from 


Maxwell Field, Ala. 


Captain James B. Burwell, from 
Randoiph Field, Texas. 
Captain Archibald Y, Smith, from 


Langley Field, Va. 


(ing now, 


---000--- 


The Course at the Training Center 
(Continued Irom Page lj. 





Don't stand in the boy's way 


by raining Center at Randolph 


— 


m 
+ 


o the 


|Field I would like to say; "I gave you 
two boys of whom I was proud; after 
their graduation Iam prouder yet. 


valuable data ~ 


concerning weather conditions at Langley | 


Field and in surrounding areas, Often 
it is their findings which determine 
whether it is safe to take one of Uncle 
Sam's valuable planes off the ground. 
Workers maintain 24-hour duty at this 
weather bureau. 


Among the duties of the rape st 


Station are the computing of rainfal 
the recording of periodical temperatures, 
the study of winds, the predicting of 
pomanse weather conditions in the 
uture and the description of visibility 
in the air. These services are only a 
small part of the activities of this 
Station. 

In addition to offering valuable ser- 
vice to pilots at the Peninsula Airdrome, 
fisherman who ply in and out of local 


Thanks a lot." 
ae «OTe Deen 


Obituaries (Continued from Page 12). 





| deceased Cedet to his father, Mr. C.H. 
| Petri, at Austin, Texas. 


| 
i 
j 
| 
| 


{ 
| 
| 
! 
| 
| 
| 
‘ 


| which he graduated on vere 


Cudet Petri was born at Austin, Texas, 
liovember 19, 1914. He graduated from 
the grammar schools and high schools of 
that city, and from the University of 
Texas in 1937, ampOADS DD, a Flying Cadet 
in the Air Corps, he was assigned to the 
July, 1937, Class at the Primary Flying 
School, Randolph Field, Texas, from 
23, 1938, 
and was assigned to the Attack Section 
os 4 Advanced Flying School at Kelly 

ield. } 

The Air Corps extends its deep sympa- 
thy to the bereaved families of these 
two young men who died in oe ser Vaoe, 

, . . 
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NEW GRAS FOR THE AIR CORPS 
fy the Mitchel id Correspondent 


_ An suspicious leunching for one ef the: 
Air Corps' newast deve! $6, & #ca~ 
going craah doat,. tock pace at Creen- 
pet ve Ieng Iszeand, New York, on March 

Sth, over 200 nerecns beirg present for 

®@ ceremony, including r sentatives 

rom the Inspection Division of the Of- 
fice of the Chief of the Air Corps end 
other Wer Department agencies. Several 
prominent civiliais were in attendance, 
as were members cf the boat buil 

firu and the engine firm, ; 

Although nct much information is avail- 
able for release, it was stated that the 
pen. Deak is ares the ope It aoe 72 

ee ng and is thorco etroemlined, 
She ia fitted with ey tol "P-12" 


- engines, converted for marine use by the 


Capitol Auto Engine Works at St. Paul, 
Minn, These engines are cennected +o 
twin sores, and provisions have beon 
made in the boat construction to enable 
the instailation of a third engine 
should the Air Corps service test deem 
it advisable. The P~12 is converted 
from Wricht "Ternado"” aircraft engines 
and may be cooled by eitaer fresh or 
salt water, It was reported that the 
desgignors expect the crash boat to de- 
velop 32 knots and to be seaworthy. 

The new boat is large and commedious 
and has accommodaticns for a permanent 
crew of four, namely, captain, engineer, 
radio operator, and medical man or other 
crew member who would be qualified as a 
life-saver and swimmer, 

dehy weeny | tests are now being under- 
taken from the manufacturer's plant, the 
Greenport Basin and Construction Company 
On Long Island, and will contime for 

tely one month. The boat will 


approx 
. then be taken to the Brookln Port of 


ment will be installed, 

shielded for radio use, etc. From there 

pa. . teak y Heid. Ver, and eventu 
s eid, Va., and eventu- 

ally to the Hawaiian Department, where 

it will be assigned to the new bombard- 

Ment base at Hickam Field. 

The tests are being conducted by Mr. 
G.P. Cross, a civilian Inspector of Con- 
struction, representing the Quartermaster 

8. He is assisted by Staff Sergoant 
Emile J. Cloutier, Air Corps. 

The "P-11" has been requested by the 
Air Corps for use in the Hawaiian Islands 
aga poa-going crash rescue boat. Pre- 
Viougly, the Air Corps has used only 
orise ratt or einiler ong 1); oh nen ~ 
, », & 6 6 e 
Could safely Ee opurated only tg 
bred lake or bay. In waiian De- 
ertment it has frequent een necessay 

0 have a Coast Guard cutter stand by, 
&nd sometimes to call n the Navy for 
assistance in case of e crashes at 
&ea, It is anticipa that the "P-11" 
ender the Army more nearly indepen- 


Embarkation, where special Army e - 
} 4 ition ches oo 


-! 


dent of these agencies, and it is believ- 
ed may speed up the time required to 
reach the scene of an aircraft unfortu- 
hate enough to have a forced landing in 
rough waters outside the limits of shel- 
tered Pearl Harbcr. 

Staff Sergeant Cloutier has been on 
Whe -Coteds since December 20, 1937, 
whon he left Seifridge Field on what he 
imagined would be a transport ride to 
the land of balay breeses and cocoanut 
Daike - Hawaii, — ee yy end- 
ed hig journey a 9 Uap ta) 
Engine m say St. Paul, Minn., with 
the thermometer at 37 aegrees below zero, 
Hs was on detached service there for a 
month for familiarization with the en- 
gines. He followed the engines to the 
east coast, and cn February 12th wee at- 
tached to Mitchel Field. m here he. 
made severel anes each week to the 

reenport Basin to observe their instal- 
tion in the boat. Following the 
unching, Sergeant Cloutier was ordered 

to Greenport and will work directly with 

Mr, Cross during the ay ee; tests. 

Sergeant Cloutier stated that he anti- 
cipates assignment as engincer on the 
*p.31,8 ing his stay at Mitchel 
Fieid he has spent mich of his spere 
tims reading on marine engines, 
beats, navigat on, and has even been 
forced to listen a few shark stories, 
cases of extreme sca-sickmess, etc., 
which were readily furnished by former 
foreign service pemsenses now at that 
base, He said t, so far as he knows, 
the Air pee 2 has made no provisions for 
fishing tackle as an item of equipment 
on the "P-1i." 


"ARMY DAY" AT CHANUTE FIELD 


By way of celebrating “Army Day," Major 
Earle G. Harper, Air ye Be yerge 
the Air Corps Technical ol at Charmte 
Field. Rantoul, I1l., issued a cordial 
invitation to members of surrounding coz- 
munities to come and visit the School on 
April 6th. 

In spite of a coid driving rain which 
lasted all day, over a thousand visitors 
arrived. Classes were held as usual, 
tho they were somewhat curtailed by 
the detail of enlisted instructors as 
guides. Comments from the guests indi- 
cated much surprise at the completeness 
of equipment for instruction and admira- 
tion for the enthusiasm of the students 
in their work. As one elderly lady re- 
marked to Captain Norme D. Frost, Direc- 
tor of the Department of Communications, 
“Why, I've never seen so many men busy 
at one time in all my life." 


~ oC 


Technical Sergeant Max Simon, 15th Air 


| Base Squadron, by virtue of completing 


years' service, is preses on the re- 
tired list at Maxwell Field, Ala., effec- 





tive April 30, 1938, 
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AERONAUTICAL EXHIBIT AT ORANGE SHOW .the manager, Mr. Starke, declared Wednes- 


Drawing a record attendance of more 
than 200,000 people during its ten-day 
pereeel the 23th consecutive annual 

ational Orange Snow closed at San Ber- 
nardino on March 27th. 

Outstanding aor. the vast number of 
exhibits representing commmnities from 
all over the State was the gold cup and 

blue ridbon winning exhibit from March 
Field, Riverside, Calif. The exhibit 
consisted of airplane engines, parachute 
and photographic equipment, airplane in- 
struments, bombs and ordnance equipment 
wita an assessed valuation in excess of 
$30,000. The War Department approved 
the magne A which was the first Air 
Corps exhibit in the histcry of the 
Orange Show. 

Responsible for the display was Colonel 
John H, Pirie, Commanding Officer of 
March Field, Captain Philip Schwertz of 
the Ordnance Department ‘¢0-°" the 
splendid Ordnance Exhibit. Major Early 
E.W. Duncan, Public Relations Officer, 
March Field, was charged with making all 
necessary arrangements for the exnibit, 
and was responsible for the exhibit dur- 
ing the period of the show. In charge 
of describing and explaining the various 
equipment to the public were: Staff Ser- 
geant McClurg, photo equipment; Sergeant 
Barber, airplane engines; Corporal © 
Springsteen, paracimutes and instruments; 
Sergeant Sain 
with Staff Sergeant F 
ae ae 
Ali visitors were asked to register in 
a book maintained at the display. At 
the close of the Show it was discovered 
that more than twenty thousand names nad 


.W. Smith in general 


been inscribed, among them that of Gover-! 


nor Merriam, who seemed quite interested 
in the exhibit. Connie 
Gus Arnheim and his orchestra entertain- 
ed at the Show, were supplemented by 
many Others, including Dorothy Lamour, 
Frances Langford, Zazu Pitts, Joe 5. 
Brown, Leo arrillo, etc. All of them 
were guest entertainers. They commended 
the exhibit and inscribed their names in 
the register. This book included namos 
from every State in the union and some 
from several foreign countries. 

On Tuesday, March 22nd, Hal Chambers, 
K¥WB announcer, interviewed the March 
Field exhibitors over the Mutual hookup. 
He asked such questions as: "What is 
this thing that looks like a flower 
The answer startled radio listeners: 
"A flower pot! It's not quite as inno- 
cent as that. It's a fragmentation 
bomb!" Hach man assigned to a particu- 
lar part of the display then explained . 
Over the radio the uses of different 
equipment in answer to queries by the an- 
nouncer, §aid visitors who streamed in 
after the broadcast: "We heard you over 
the radio, and you went over big!" 

Through the efforts of Major 


pot?" 


can, 


the President of the Show, Mr. wee Ene 
-16 
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Amour, Ordnance equipment, | 


Cswell who,with | 


, March 23rd, "March Field Day," and ad- 
mitted all officers and men of March 
‘Field free of matter 
---000--— 


RESERVE OFFICARS VISIT MARCH FIELD 


Some 2500 members of the Southern Cali- 
| fornia Army Ordnance Association, Reserve 
| Officers and their families, visited 
March Field, Riverside, Calif., on Sun- 
day, March <°th. t was the largest ga- 
thering of Reserve Officers ever as- 
/gembled on the Pacific Coast. ‘The visit- 
‘ors were welcomed by Brigadier General 
‘Delos C, Emmons, First Wing Commander. 

The speakers included Colonel John UH, 

Pirie, Commanding Officer of March Field; 
' Colonel Halsey A. Yates, Regular Army 
‘Officer in charge of A rere s Reserve 
| training in Southern California; Mr. 

Earl B. Gilmore, President of the Army 

Ordnance Association and President of the 
| Gilmore Oil Co., and Mayor William C, 
‘Evans of Riverside. The group arrived 
'et March Field at 10:00 a.m,, and spent 

the dav there. The program was arranged 
for by Captain Philip Schwartz, March 
| Fisld Ordnance Officer. Major Early 
E,W. Duncan, Public Relations Officer of 
March Field, supervised all arrangoments 
‘and the carrying out of the program, 

The various demonstrations duri the 
. day included anti-aircraft gun drilis by 
a detachment of the 63rd Coast Artillery; 
an attack by Attack airplanes; loading 
of various type bombs; dropping of bombs 
and curtains of water representing chem- 
icals; ‘<—“s of field guns, 37 milli- 
meter guns, trench mortars, automatic 
rifles and machine guns, and the loading 
of Bombardment airplanes. All types of 
weapons and equipment were on display. 

Luncheon was provided for all visitors 
{at the various mahal messes and the 
|Officers' Club, following which Army 
| Ordnance pictures were suown at the Post 
| Theatre. 
| In recognition of his outstanding sor- 
| Vice in connection with the organizing 
, and promoting of the Army Ordnance Asso- 

ciation, and the splendid work he has 
accomplished in connection with Ordnance 
activities in Southern California, 
Captain Philip Schwartz was presented 
with a watch by the Association, the pre- 
sentation being made by the Association's 
President, Mr. Earl B. Gilmore. 

The visitors expressed themselves as 
having spent an extremely enjoyable as 
weil as a profitable “3 § Mr. Gilmore 
stated that, if agreeable to the Command- 
ing Officer of March Field, the Ordnance 
Association would like to make the meet- 
ing an annual ge a 
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Major Elmer E, Adler, Air Corps, has 
been relieved as a member of the War De- 
partment General Staff, Washington, and 
assigned to duty at wae lel ae 
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RADIO SCHOOL AT HAMILTON FIELD 


A class of 31 students reported on 
December 2, 1957, for a course in Basic 
Radio Theory; Basic Electrical Theory; 
cee: Sa re Procedure; Basic Shop- 
work; Field Telephones and Aircraft 
Ne ga Suorter subjects included 
SUPP y Letters and Stock Catalogues; 
Radio Aids; Antenna Construction and 
Cords and Plugs. 

On February 19th, 18 of the class were 
graduated. Eight students were lost to 
Hamilton Field, due to the transfer to 
the Hawaiian Department of the 3lst Bom- 
bardment Squadron, Two men were trans- 
ferred to Fort Monmouth, N.J.; one was 
transferred to the Radio School at 
Chanute Field, Ill., while two were lost 
due to hospitalization, 

Classes were held under the direct su- 

ervision of lst Lieut. R.E.L. Pirtle 

ir Corps, Assistant Signal Officor, with 
Privates, lst Class, Harry Schwartzberg 
and Lester Barr as instructors. All 
Classes were held in the morning and 
students were given practical duties in 
their respective organizations in the 
afternoon periods. All phases of the 
course were operated on a time period, 
and a total of 180 class hours completed 
by the graduates of this school, tne 
f rb a radio school to be held on this 
post. 

Practical work in the class consisted 
of soldering, sweating, use of tools and 
nomenclature of tools, Field telephones 
were covered, the men using Chanute 
Field textbooks, and one telephone was 
set up on an instruction board. It is 
contemplated having ten such boards for 
the next class. Due to lack of equip- 
ment, enlarged photographs of aircraft 
equipment were used for instructional 
purposes, In spite of this handicap, the 
students apparently absorbed quite a bit 
of the instruction, as-marks were rather 
~— for the average of the class. 

. Chanute Field stencils and textbooks, 
the Radio Amateur Hand Book, and sten- 
cils preperee by the instructors were 
used for theory studies and class books. 
The Test Set, 
using the stenc 
Field for a textbook, 


e I-56-A, was covered, 


For the next 


class three such units will be available. 


Instructions given in this class were 
such as to instill in the minds of the 
students a basic knowledge of the prin- 


equipment, Part of the course includes 
@& minimum of seven days' flying as mem- 
bers of a combat crew by the student 

ht his return to the organization to 
which he belongs. Those students who 
started from "scratch," having no previ- 
ous code or radio knowle 
ate with code gpeods varying from nine 
to fourteen words per minute. . Four type 
writers received in the late period of 
the course aided those who-had attained 
the speed of 18 to 22 words per minute. 


S as prepared by Chanute 


@, will gradu- | 
The cover design featuring this issue 


The students who graduated were as 
follows: 

9th Bombardment Squadron: Privates 
L.C. Belcher, R.E. long, R.F. Green. 

llth Bombardment Squadron: Privates 
M.R, Smith, R.J. Mushrall, F.L, Stout, 

88th Reconnaissance Squadron: Privates 
C.E. Burkhart, T.J. McGurgan, Jr., I.E 
Reeder and ¥,B. Shouldis. 

Hq. Squadron, 7th Bombardment Group: 
Privates H.C, Lloyd. 

Sth Air Base Squadron: Privates C.F, 
Buchannan, 7.F. khart, J.C. Harris, 
D, Phair, D.W. Ritchie, R.B, Staininger 
and L.C. Stapleton, 





NINE GRADUATS IN AVIATION MEDICINE 


| Graduation exercises for the Class of 

| March 31, 1938, cf the School of Avia- 

| tion Medicine, Randolph Field, Texas, 

| were conducted on that date, Of the 

(nine medical officers who graduated, 

| Captains Reirhardt L. § dtke 

| William D. Willis, Joseph A, Baird, Jay 

'F, Gammel, lst Lieuts. William C.Harrison 

‘and Edward Sigerfoos are from the Regu~ 

| lar Army; Cap ain William R. Stovall, 

‘from the Medical Reserve; Captain Youbert 

'?, Johnson from the Minnesota National 

'Guard, and Major Julio Cesar Aguilera 

'from the Mexican Army. 

' During the course of the graduation 

|exercises, Chaplain J.W. Westerman, U.S. 

| Army, delivered the Invocation and 

| Benediction, The introductory remarks 

|were made by Lieut. Colonel N.C, Mash- 

‘burn, Medical Corps, Acting Commandant 

of the School of Aviation Modicine, ahdth 

,address by Lieut. Colonel John B.Brooks, 

_Commandant of the Primary Flying School, 

‘Randolph Field, Texas, while the diplo- 

|Mas were prosented by Brigadier General 

| James E, Chaney, Commanding General of 

ithe Air Corps Training Center. 

| The Staff of the School of Aviation 

| Medicine is as follows: 

i Commandant: Lieut. Colonel C.L, 

| Beaven; Assistant Commaniant, Lieut. 

| Colonei N.C, Mashburn; Director of De- 

IB smn ig of cinco and Otclogy, 
ajor J.M. Hargreaves; Director of De- 

| partment of Psychology, Captain W.A, 

Carlson; Director of par ent of Avia- 

' tion Medicine, Captain C.L. Leedham; 

| Assistant Director of Department of 

i Aviation Medicine, Captain N.W. White; 


| 
H 
| 
| 
| 
| 
‘ 


. Ciples of — electricity and aircraft! Director, Department of i ae homme atl 
€ 


| Captain E.J, Kendricks, all of 

! Medical Corps, U.S. Army. 

| The Executive Officer of the School is 
| Captain Benjamin R, Luscomb, Medical 

| Administrative Corps. 

| ---000--- 


of the News Letter is the artistic effor’ 
of Sergeant Frank J. Lorenz, Hq. and Hq. 
| Sqdn., GHQ Air Force, Langley Field, Va. 
| Thanks, Sergeant, and come again, 
T= V-7699, A.C. 








"ARMY DAY" AT WRIGHT FIELD 


Brigadier General A.W, Robins, Chief 
of the Air Corps Materiel Division, is- 
sued an invitation thro the Daytom 
newspapers for an "open house" for vis- 
itors at Wright Field on Wednesday, April 
6th, in celebration of "Army : 

_The Army Acronautical Maseum was 
thrown open to the public, and a hangar 
was devoted to the exhibition of the new 
type aircraft. Reserve officers 
were Called to active duty for the day 
to assist in the handling of the crowds, 
which, in spite of a heavy downpour of 
rain, were estimated at between 5,000 
and 6,000 people. 

Flying taroughout the day had been 
lanned, In the morning, even through 
ne rain, the airplanes bravely took to 

the skies but finally gave up, the ceil- 
ing being so low that spectators could 

scarcely see them even when flying di- 
rectly above the hangars. Visitors re- 
gistered from California, New York, 
Louisiana and Minnesota, and eight other 
States lying within these boundaries. If 
the enthusiasm of the boys who were pre- 
sent is any indication, the United 
States may anticipate a continuing 
strong air force. 

Lieut. Colonel Hugh Mitchell, Signal 
Corps, Director of the Aircraft Radio 
Laboratory, was the principal speaker at 
a banguet held on the night cf April 
6th by .the Military Order of World War 
Veterans. 

---000--- 


VISITS TO THE MATERIEL DIVISION PROVE 
AN EDUCATIONAL AID. 


A pevagrege quoted from a letter to 
the Chief of the Materiel Division, 
Wright Field, Ohio, from the head of the 
Department of Aeronautics of the Univer- 
sity of Minnesota is enlightening from 
the goon’ of view of the extent of the 
benefits of Air Corps research and oxpe- 
rimentation which, of course, are prose- 
cuted primarily for purposes of national 
defense. This letter was received after 
@ visit of a class of students from the 
University of Minnesota to the Materiel 
Division. The quoted paragraph is as 
follows: 

"We believe that this trip is one of 
the high-lights of the students four 
year college career, and their expressed 
opinions more than substantiate this be- 
lief. Our making this trip a compulsory 
part of the course in aeronautical en- 
gineering seems. to work aot aad | well, 
and it is our hope to continue it in the 
years to come," 

The University of Cincinnati and 
Purdue University also provide a visit 
to Wright Field as part of their curric- 
ula in aeronautical engineering courses. 





COL. BRANT ASSUMES COMMAND AT CHANUTE 


Colonel Gerald C, Brant, recently ap- 
pointed Commandant of the Air oons Tech- 
nical Schools at Chanute Field, Ill.,and 
Lowry Field, Denver, Colorado, took over 
‘his duties on April’4th, Assisting him 
as post commander and Assistant Command- 
lant of the Chanute Field School is Col. 
Devenport Johnson, who has been in com- 
‘mand pending Colonel Brant's arrival, 
| On The evening of Army Day, April 6th, 
‘Colonel and Mrs. Brant and Colonel and 
|Mrs. Davenport Johnson were welcomed by 
| the officers and ladies of the post at 
2 jeint reception held in the Officers' 
Club, . { 
~-—=—OU0-—-— 


CAPTAIN LAUGHLIN IS GUEST. SPEAKER 


The Federal Bar Association had as its 
| guest speaker on Army Day, April 6th, at 
‘cone of the Washington hotels, Captain 
'Robert V. Laughlin, of the Judge Advo- 
'cate General's Department, The speaker 
chuse as his subject "The Liability of 

| the United States for Use of Patented 
Products, " 

| Captain Laughlin was Judge Advocate 
'at Wright Field, Ohio, from 1932 to 

| 1935, and for approximately two years 
he was on duty in the Office of the 

| Chief of the Air Corps in Washington, 
|He is now on duty in the Office of the 

| Judge Advocate General, War Department. 
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~ WAR DEPARTMENT SPECIAL ORDERS 
Chenges cf Station 
|_ To Langley Field, Vai Major Lloyd 
Barnevt, Irom e 1 rane 
To Washington, D,C.: Lieut. Colonel 
George &, Ceatiaerer from Hamilton 
Field, Calif., for sig | as student at 
the Army War College, 1938-1939 course. 
| To the Philippines: lst Lieut. Wn. 
|A.R. Robertson, upon completion of his 
present course of instruction at the 
Command and General Staff School, Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas, 
Prom)tions 
Major Romeyn 5B, Hough, Jr., to the 
temporary rank of Lieut. Colonel, from 
March 8, 1938. 
Major Edwin F. Carey (Captain) to 
rade of Major, with rank from March 21, 
eg subject to examination required 
y law. 
Reserve Officers to Extended Active Duty 
n eut, Jay K, Montgomery, 0 ~ 
ford, Calif., to Brooks Field, Texas, t 
April 26, 1941. 
end. Lieut, Charles J, Howe, of Clair- 
ton, Pa., to Langley Field, Va., to 
April 1,°1941, 
end Lieut. Bernard C. Rose, «f Wethers- 
field, Conn., to Mitchel Field, N.Y., to 
April 6, 1941. 
V-7699, A. C. 











